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Water Framework Directive introduces river basin 

planning as a means to:

Prevent deterioration and enhance the status of the water environment, 
including ground water

Promote sustainable water use

Reduce pollution

Contribute to mitigating the effects of floods and droughts

Brings together or replaces several current Directives

Habitats Directive site objectives can over-ride those of the WFD





Water Framework Directive:

Management of land & water environment at river basin scale

3 rounds of planning (6yr)

Objective: good status &

no deterioration
(ecology & chemistry - surface)

(quantity & quality ïgroundwater)

Requires adoption 

and implementation of 

actions/measures

Co-delivery



What are the benefits?

Ecologically healthy waters

Sustainable use of water

Better habitats


