
www.pondconservation.org.uk/millionponds

Dawn Isaac

Million Ponds Project Officer

Million Ponds Project

www.pondconservation.org.uk/millionponds



www.pondconservation.org.uk/millionponds

What is the Million Ponds Project?

A 50-year project to create a network of clean water 

ponds for freshwater wildlife

Å Ensuring that there is once again a million ponds in the 

countryside.

Å Creates new clean water habitats as clean water is now 

rare in the landscape

Å CS 2008: 80% of countryside ponds degraded (Poor/Very 

Poor condition) & Draft WFD river classification (October 

2008) ï80% of rivers will fail the new WFD standard

Å Create water bodies for the many threatened plants and 

animals associated with ponds.
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Phase I (2008 to 2012)

Å Create 5,000 ponds in England and Wales

Å 1,000 for pond-associated BAP species 

Å 4,000 óserendipityô ponds ïclean water

Å Helps achieve the Pond 2015 HAP Target 4
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Our partners (current!)

And continuing to develop partnershipsé
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Why not just manage existing ponds?

Å New ponds = clean slate: 

can be located in clean catchments

Å Impact of management work on communities and species little 

understood (some exceptions) ïoften requires expensive 

professional surveys

Å Creating ponds add to the existing ópond stockô ïadds stepping 

stones and refuges, improves connectivity between freshwater 

habitats
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BAP species in ponds

Å Preliminary results of the Lake and Pond Biodiversity 

Integration Group in England: 82 pond-associated BAP 

species (62% restricted to pondsPonds: The Relationship Between Restriction Class and Species 

Requirements
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Å 1 in 5 ponds in semi natural landscapes (clean water) support at   

least 1 Red Data Book Species
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Why clean water ponds?

Å Difficult and expensive to clean rivers (and lakes) because 

of their large catchments

Å Ponds have small catchments ïeasier to locate them in 

non-intensive landuse

Å Clean water ponds have many advantages

Å Easy (and cheap) to make

Å High biodiversity value

Å Minimal management and few long-term problems, e.g. 

turbid water
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What is a clean water pond?

To contribute to targets, a pond needs to have:

1. a clean water source

Å Semi-natural surrounds: woodland, grassland, heathland etc

Å Avoid links to ditches or streams

Å Donôt add topsoil ïnutrient rich

2. to be left to colonise naturally ïnot stocked with plants or 

animals

3. to be left to thrive without undue disturbance ïanimals and 

people
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What kind of ponds?

ÅDefinition: permanent or seasonal waterbodies between 1m2 and 2 ha in 

surface area ïvery broad!

Large permanent 

pond 
(photograph by Will Watson)

Small permanent or 

temporary ponds
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What kind of ponds?

Good

Å Ideally: create pond complexes including ponds with a range of sizes 

and depths

Better!


